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ENTEUXIS-SOUNDS GREEK TO ME
"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and
thanksgiving be made for all people . . ." — 1Timothy 2:1 NIV

One of the awesome privileges, while being on the pastoral staff, is visiting people
in the hospital  and in their homes.  God has allowed me to use these
opportunities for intercessory prayer.

What is intercessory prayer?  The Greek noun enteuxis in the Bible is the word for
“intercession.” It primarily denotes, “A meeting with, a conversation or petition with
God rendered on the behalf of others.”  I have been able to meet with family
members to listen and ask, “How can I pray for you?”  In these prayers  I
sincerely make a petition to God and pray for their needs. Prior to my meeting
with these people, I spend some time with God and He reveals scripture from the
Bible which I can pray over them. It’s amazing how the Holy Spirit moves and how
God’s Word specifically touches a person’s life. However, I want to emphasize it’s
not just the pastoral staff who can make hospital and house visits. God gives all of
us the opportunity to use intercessory prayer in these situations.

Through these experiences, I learned it’s not just a one-time-meaningful prayer I
lift up to God and expect an answer.  Sometimes the answer is very quick.
However, many times it requires praying persistently for someone. For me
personally, it’s until I receive an answer from God — yes, no, or wait. I love the
Bible story in Luke 11:5-8 of a friend who persistently pestered his neighbor at
night, requesting some food to feed a companion.  At first, his neighbor did not
want to give him anything because his door was locked and his children were
asleep.  However, because of the friend’s persistence with shameless audacity,
the Bible says, the neighbor got up and gave him as much as his friend needed.
Jesus replied:

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock
and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks
receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks,
the door will be opened. “ Luke 11:9-10 NIV

My prayer list is quite large now, but it has also decreased some because of
God’s faithfulness. The Bible says to pray without ceasing. It’s God’s plan for all
of us to engage in a relationship with Him so we are praying on behalf of people
who need healing physically, emotionally, and spiritually. There was a mother
who frantically called and said she needed to take her daughter to the hospital
because of serious breathing problems. We prayed over the phone and when she
got to the hospital, God healed her daughter.

I have gone to the hospital not knowing if this man was capable of understanding
God’s Words and then a tear of acknowledgement would roll down his face. I
spent time and prayed with a woman who was dying, but was at peace because
of her faith in God.

Praise God for His unfailing love. How is your prayer list?  I want to encourage all
of you, as God calls us, to make the most of every opportunity to be intercessors
empowered by the Holy Spirit and in the Name of Jesus, to do His good work on
earth as it is in heaven.

God Bless You!
Susan

Mother’s Day
Susan with her daughter Kacie
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BAPTISMS ON
PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 13

IRENE TANGO
I have been attending Pastor Ron’s [Matsuda] Bible study class for over four years and
will continue to do so even after being baptized. There is so much more for me to learn
about the Bible and the teaching of Jesus, the Son of God.

I was so fortunate to have had so many friends telling me how wonderful and
interesting a Bible class Pastor Ron teaches. Inspired by his classes, I now believe
God sent His only beloved Son to die on the cross for my sins so I can have eternal
life. I also believe Jesus did not abandon me, but gave me the Holy Spirit.

Thank you, God, for leading me to a church I enjoy attending, reading the many
teachings of the Bible, and to be baptized. Jesus wants me to follow and live according
to His Word.

JULIE SHIROTA
I grew up in the church. I accepted Jesus Christ when I was young. I don’t even
remember exactly when. As I got older, my faith became more real to me and I started
to realize the full weight of the things I said I believed. I decided I wanted my life to
reflect my faith in God.

I had a great opportunity to serve God and serve people at the Long Beach mission trip
the High School Ministry does every summer. We spent a week volunteering at various
places like a preschool, a nursing home, a soup kitchen, and running a Bible class for
the local kids in Long Beach. This experience is something I know I will hold onto for
the rest of my life.

Throughout the week, I met so many people who are much less fortunate than I am,
but have a strong faith in God and it made me realize what a Christ-like faith looks like.
I was put in situations where I wasn’t sure of myself, which helped in realizing through
my failures and shortcomings, God was giving me strength and opportunities to bring
Him glory.

I would like to read 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 because it’s Paul’s writing and God’s
response when he asks God to remove the thorn in his flesh.

I try to read my Bible regularly and I pray to Him every day about things I struggle with
and thank Him for everything He does for me.
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WHERE KIDS DISCOVER GOD’S LOVE ~ 1 CORINTHIANS 13
MONDAY, JULY 14 TO FRIDAY, JULY 18

9 A.M. - 12:15 P.M.
FINISHED PRESCHOOL TO FINISHED 5TH GRADE

REGISTRATION HAS BEGUN

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
VBS is a wonderful opportunity for everyone in the GVBC body to minister to the young
children in our neighborhood and in our church. Would you consider just one of the many
ways you can help us bring Jesus to the lives of these young ones?

There are so many ways to be involved. Every job, big or small, is critical in our joint effort to
reach the children with the good news of Jesus Christ. See the Volunteer registration form,
available on the Narthex counter, or in the Courtyard after the worship services. Please look
over all the different ways you can help. Please return forms to the VBS box in the Narthex,
church office, registration table, or place it in the offering bag.

Any questions, contact Marcy Cottrell at mfcottrell@earthlink.net or call the church office.
Thank you in advance for your prayerful consideration.

SKIT PROPS NEEDED

These items will be returned to you if you are kind enough to let us borrow them: inflatable
raft (used for river rafting), life jacket, and inner tube. Please contact Layne Wakuta, ext. 682
or email layne@gvbc.net.

REFRESHMENTS FOR OUR VBS STAFF

We like to provide snacks for our staff so they can take time to have a quick refreshment
before going back to work with the children. Please provide any kind of finger food you think
they might enjoy to be dropped off in the church kitchen during the week of VBS.

Contact Cindy Iiyama at ckiiyama@yahoo.com or call the church office if you would like to
help in this way.

VOLUNTEER DEADLINE IS SUNDAY, JUNE 29
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PHILIP & CORRENNE GARRISON SMITH, HOPE MOUNTAIN, BRAZIL
It is rare that I suddenly drop whatever I am doing to write, but feel compelled to do so today. Luis

Roberto, 13 [pictured top right], is dead. Shot by, well, who really knows. He was a bright, sweet kid,
who saw his father shot down by drug traffickers. Worried for his safety, his mother convinced the
authorities to send him to Hope Mountain. But even at Hope Mountain, Luiz often expressed the
heaviness of filling his father’s shoes and providing for his family. Unfortunately, filling his father’s
shoes meant becoming the neighborhood’s most intimidating drug trafficker. My heart breaks as I
remember the last time I saw Luis. I was leaving the Mountain one afternoon and saw Luis walking
down the mountain, evidently “running away.” As usual, I was in a big hurry, but asked him to get in the
car and pulled over to talk.

He said, he was sad and he wanted to go see his mother. But Luiz had run away once before and we had learned he
was hanging out with kids causing trouble at the local malls and enjoying the notoriety which comes with being the son
of a legendary drug trafficker. We had also learned he had stated a desire to get revenge on the drug runners who killed
his father. I said, “Luiz, look at me. If you go back to your neighborhood, you are going to be killed. You are going to die
just like your father did and that is not what he wanted for you. I want to see you graduate from school. I want to dance
at your wedding. But if you leave here, the next time I see you will be at your funeral and you won’t be able to see me.”
Luiz got tears in his eyes and agreed to go back. I drove him back up the mountain and he said he would stay at least
through the weekend. But he didn’t. And now he is dead. He was barely over 3 years old.

Today, Phil and I tried to find something in the paper about what happened.
In this same neighborhood two girls, 13 and 16 yrs., both drug traffickers, shot
by neighborhood vigilantes. A 4-year-old boy shot by a stray bullet in front of a
church. Lots of kids shot dead in other neighborhoods, too, but Luis didn’t even
make the paper. By law, he has to be buried within 24 hours. It will be in a pine
box with a number no name on top.

I needed to write today, because I needed to grieve. I want someone to be
sad with me that Luis is gone. I have been at this long enough to know we see
about three kids a year buried. But hopefully, it will never get any easier.
Hopefully, life will not just go on. When we told the other boys, they were sad,
but not like you would expect. But what should we expect? The other morning,
our CFO overheard one of our boys telling the other about seeing his mother
killed and dismembered by traffickers because of a drug debt. The other boy

said, “Yeah, I know how you feel. I saw my mother chopped up too.” Unfortunately, we know it to be true from the official
reports. And, we have yet another boy with us with the same story. Grief and loss have to be dealt with differently here.
There has to be a way to cope and go on.

How can we go on? What is the point? For it to make sense, I have to
think about Weverton, who had killed and almost been killed himself. But now,
a year after graduating, he is a soloist at his church and providing for his family
through his job at a bakery. And, I have to think about the surprise visit on my
birthday last night from Golbery and his family. Golbery came to us at age 12
after being involved in the shooting of a bus driver during an assault and
seeing his brother killed. Now at 33 yrs., he drove an hour in the rain with his
wife and daughter (yes, he owns a car) to bring me flowers, cake, balloons,
and presents on my birthday. The chain of vengeance and violence has been
broken for Weverton and Golbery. And so, encouraged by these blessings, we
do go on.

If you can, please take a moment to remember Luis and to grief for him.
Please take the moment to pray for our other boys and their wounds. Luis couldn’t let go of the anger. He wanted
revenge on his father’s death. He told one of our social workers he could taste the blood of his father’s killers. Only
Christ can heal those kind’s of wounds. “If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature. The old has passed away and all
things become new.” Easter is past, but I guess that is our message — a resurrection message which all people can
begin anew.

I am grateful to God for each one of you and your love, support, and prayers making these miracles of transformation
possible. In His Love, Corenne Smith

KEN & DIANE KUDO, SEPAL, OVERSEAS CRUSADE, SAN PAULO, BRAZIL
Ken shared about a missionary couple, Guiherme and Leila Blois. After visiting them and another
missionary couple in Southern Spain, both missionary couples are from Sao Paulo, Brazil. Ken had a
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OUR MISSION FIELD
“GO THEREFORE AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS . . . “ MATTHEW 28:19
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FAMILY NEWS
“A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER.” — JOHN 13:34

Letters to our family
With deep appreciation, the family of Ray Kuniteru Mayeda gratefully acknowledges your kind expressions of sympathy
[service was held on May 8]. In lieu of the customary token of appreciation, donations have been made in Ray’s
memory to Nova Community Church, Gardena Valley Baptist Church, East West Players and After Hours Ministry.
Theresa Mayeda & Family

Baby dedication

On Sunday, May 11, which was also Mother’s Day, GVBC had our Baby Dedication. Little Matthew
Hiroshi Kikawa (born August 7, 2013) was dedicated by his parents, Tracy & Melissa Kikawa and
Journey Companions, Harry & Laura Montecinos.

fantastic time! The Blois's had served in Latin America and now Spain for almost 30 years. The Blois's have listened to
the Lord's guidance through what was told to them by Ken. The Blois's felt it was time to leave 14 years ago because
their church-planting ministry was completed. Ken commended them to go to Granada — into the Andalusia region
where they could create a strong base for sending Spanish missionaries all over the world. The Blois's prayed about
being called to the Andalusia. They obediently went to this new mission field. After 12 years of investing in ministry there,
the Blois's have been blessed seeing the fruit of their labor. The Kudos request prayer for Guilherme and Leila as they
continue to seek God. God called them to a cross-cultural mission field in the hope of seeing fruit. Their vision is to guide
their brand new church in the strength of the Spirit and send top-notch missionaries to the mission field. "Moreover,
please pray the churches in Andalusia become strong as native churches to send Spaniards as missionaries to the
unreached people groups," write the Kudos.

SHERYL SILZER, WYCLIFFE BIBLE TRANSLATOR
In early March, Sheryl conducted two seminars on "Praying for Unreached People Groups" in
Escondido, CA. One seminar focused on those without a Christian witness and the other centered
on those without God's Word in their language. Sheryl also conducted three lectures at Talbot before
heading for Brazil. In Brazil, she is conducting a workshop with a group of multicultural missionaries
working with various groups there. She also finds time to work on developing an online course. She
finds it tedious, but is thankfully halfway through it. In addition to her ministry, please continue to pray
for her back and diabetic condition. While she was home, she was able to get physical therapy and
chiropractic assistance for her back. In treating her diabetes, she exercises, has changed her diet as
well as now taking her diabetes medication right before going to bed. All of this has helped. Praise God!

JIM & LETA VAN METER, PARCLETE MISSION GROUP, COLORADO SPRINGS, CO.
GVBC welcomed Jim and Leta, who visited our morning worship service and also Pastor Ron's
Following Christ Today class on March 30. In Penang, Malaysia, The Van Meters were warmly
welcomed as they ministered alongside the Life Journey Centre (LJC). The Penang Couples
Retreat included 20 individuals, six ethnicities, and nine different agencies. James Allen, a co-
director of LJC, affirmed the Van Meters' ministry at the retreat by writing to them, "The LJC team
debriefing with you was one of those 'holy ground' moments . . . we were able to see clearly how
God has led us . . . and to gain powerful insights on how we should move forward. My hope/prayer

is to build on the momentum you helped us to build; insofar as, developing a passion to care for our souls and
understanding how crucial this is in the grand scheme of seeing God's Kingdom come more fully to earth." The Van
Meters were also involved in the OCI Southeast Area Team Retreat. Both the Van Meters and those attending the
retreat were blessed. Two of the couples were longtime friends and co-workers with the Van Meters when they served in
Indonesia. At the beginning of April, the Van Meters led a pre-field training in Riverside, CA. for a team headed to a
difficult access country in the Middle East.

Thank you for keeping all our missionaries in your prayers.

(Our Mission Field 4)



celebration of our 100th Anniversary. TCF was a Sunday
night fellowship and youth ministry in the late 1960s to the
late 1980s. If you were part of GVBC youth/college groups
during this era, please join us for a time of fellowship,
food, music and special guests. Baptist Youth Fellowship
members from the mid 40s thru 50s are welcomed, too.
And, please spread the word to invite your friends.
Questions: Contact Kent Komae at kkomae@aol.com.

YOUTH SUMMER CAMP
Sunday, July 27 to Friday, August 1, Oak Glen Christian
Conference Center. Early Bird: $246 per student before
June 15. Second child discounts and scholarships
available. See Pastor Layne or Pastor Daniel for forms.

100TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION LUNCHEON
Saturday, August 16, Marriott Hotel, Torrance. Pick up
your FREE “Save the Date” magnet and a GVBC 100th
Anniversary Post-It pads on the Narthex counter.

GVBC CENTENNIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
Friday, August 22, Lakewood Golf Course. Registration
forms coming soon!

FYI EVENTS CALENDAR
OFFICE CLOSED Monday, May 26, Memorial Day

GARDENA EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS FAIR &
WORKSHOP
Saturday, May 31 at CrossRoad Church 2818 Manhattan
Beach Blvd., Gardena. FREE. Faith Based Emergency
Workshop 9:00 — 10:30 a.m. Emergency Preparedness
Fair & Interactive Exhibits: 9 a.m. – 12 Noon
Gardena Chief of Police Ed Medrano, CrossRoad Church
Pastor Scott Fairchild  and Community Services Counselor
Janice Quinn invite place-of-worship leadership,
congregation, and community members. Local first
responders and service providers will speak on their
responsibilities following a significant emergency
and help you, your family and congregation become better
prepared to survive. For more info contact Cindy Matsuda
at hopecindymatsuda@gmail.com .

WORKDAY
Saturday, June 7, starting at 8 a.m. No experience
needed. Lunch will be provided.

GVBC CLASSES — SUNDAY, JUNE 8, 12:30 - 4:30 P.M.
101 Class, Membership and Baptism. For high
school age and up. For those seeking information
about GVBC and who would like to become a member
and/or be baptized. Taught by Pastor Steve Langley.
201 Class, Discovering Spiritual Maturity. Designed
to help you develop spiritual maturity (prerequisite 101
Class). Taught by Pastor James Chang.
401 Class, Redefining My Life’s Mission. Teaches
you how to redefine your life’s mission and how you
can live as a witness to Christ. (prerequisite 101
Class). Taught by Pastor Chris Koga & Layne Wakuta.

A light lunch is provided before each class. Register by
checking off the appropriate box on the back of your
Connection form or contact Jan Magnani, ext. 0 or
e-mail her at: gvbc@gvbc.net [Class number in the
subject line].

FATHER’S DAY & GRADUATE RECOGNITION
Sunday, June 15. Fill out the flyer in the bulletin or Narthex
to register your graduate.

BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, June 14, 7 p.m., Sanctuary. Refreshments
served in Room 201 after the service. Everyone welcome.
For more info contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676,
eiji@gvbc.net. Next Bilingual Service is July 12.

MEN’S BREAKFAST
Saturdays of  June 21, July 19, Aug. 23, 8:00 a.m. —
1:00 p.m., Community Hall. All men invited.

EPIC COLLEGE-AGE SUMMER RETREAT
Friday, June 27 to Monday June 30, Lake Arrowhead, cost: $110.
To register email Pastor Chris Koga at chris@gvbc.net.

WOMEN’S TEA
Saturday, June 28, 1:30 – 4:00 p.m., Community Hall.
Save the date and please join us for an afternoon tea!
Registration will begin on Sunday, June 8.

GVBC REUNION FOR TEEN CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Saturday, July 12 at GVBC, 12:00 noon, potluck lunch, in

PRIMETIMER’S UPCOMING TOUR
Nebraska/Spam Museum Tour: Wednesday, Sept. 24 to
Wednesday, October 1. Cost: double occupancy $1,899
(single add $399) per person. Travel Insurance is NOT
included. Final Payment due no later than Thursday,
July 24 (make checks payable to GVBC with Nebraska
Tour in memo line). For further info and reservations
contact Keiko or Richard Imatomi.
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ONLINE GIVING
Don’t have a check or cash handy?  You can give online!
For various opportunities to donate check our website at www.gvbc.net “Give.”

The SPIRIT is copyrighted © 2014 and a publication of Gardena Valley Baptist Church, 1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena, CA., 90247, (310)323-5683,
FAX: (310)768-2783, Email: gvbc@gvbc.net, Website: www.gvbc.net, Senior Pastor: Steve Langley (310)323-5683, ext. 0, Editor: Susan J. Shelley,
ext. 673, susie@gvbc.net. Office hours: 9:00am—5:00pm. The Spirit is published twice a month to keep members and friends informed of programs of
the church and to report news about GVBC and its people. Announcements, praise, prayer requests, and letters are welcomed. Articles are subject to
editing and/or postponement.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, June 4 at www.gvbc.net. Hard copies available in the GVBC Narthex and in the back of
the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, June 1.

GVBC SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
Two college scholarships are available this year:

Christian Service Scholarship
This scholarship is given as an encouragement to those who use their Spiritual gifts in
Christian service.
Meriko Kishiyama Scholarship
Meriko Kishiyama was a dedicated Christian who had a strong love and ministry for the
youth. She also devoted herself to personal evangelism and follow-up. This scholarship is
given by friends and family of Meriko Kishiyama to assist a Christian young person with
their education and to help them realize the place Jesus Christ should have in their lives.

Applications for both scholarships are available in the Narthex or online at www.gvbc.net.
DEADLINE is June 20.

PARKING ON SUNDAYS
Every Sunday, we have the use of the Union Bank parking lot,
located on the corner of Western Ave and 158th St!  Please help
ease congestion by parking there.

GARDENA HUMAN SERVICES EMERGENCY FOOD PANTRY AND
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
During the month of June, we will be collecting monetary donations for our annual One
Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS). We’re also collecting non-perishable items and/or
money donations for the Gardena Emergency Food Pantry. Please place non-perishable
items in the brown box in the Narthex. A list of needed items will be on the Narthex
counter starting Sunday, June 1. Please check expiration dates!

Make checks out to GVBC and designate your donation on the memo line, such as:
“Food Pantry” or “OGHS.” For online monetary donations go to www.gvbc.net, “Give.”

Donations
during the

month of June

GREECE AND TURKEY “IN THE STEPS OF PAUL” 12-DAY TOUR
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3 TO FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2014
Join Reverends Steve Langley and Sam Tonomura as they lead you on an
inspirational 12-day trip, tracing the journeys of the Apostle Paul in ancient Asia
Minor. Cost: $3,995 per person. DEADLINE for full payment is Friday, July 25.
Pick up a flyer on the Narthex counter for more information.
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Steve Langley Senior Pastor ext. 0

Daniel Matsuda Associate Pastor, Youth ext. 681

Eiji Osato Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

James Chang Assistant Pastor, Neighborhood ext. 679

Annette Kakimoto Assistant Pastor, Leadership Dev. ext. 680

Chris Koga Assistant Pastor, College ext. 685

Layne Wakuta Pastoral Intern, Middle School ext. 684

Susan Wakuta Elementary Children’s Director ext. 689

Michelle Koga Nursery Director
Tammy Hernandez Early Childhood Coordinator
J.J. Frey Worship Coordinator
Naoto Funada Nichigo Worship Coordinator
Wendy Nakano Office Manager ext. 672

Peggy Kushigemachi Financial Assistant ext. 675

Jan Magnani Secretary ext. 671

Rei Abe Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

Aubrey Matsunami Christian Educ. Secretary ext. 678

Susie Shelley Newsletter Editor ext. 673

Socorro “Coco” Kagawa Maintenance Asst
Gerald Mayewaki Maintenance, AV Asst.
Robert Kato Sunday Services, Assistant

GVBC StaffWorship Schedule

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SUNDAY, MAY 25
Stuck Together

Pastor Steve Langley ~ 1 Corinthians 5:1-13
Members of Christ Part 1: The body is meant for the Lord

SUNDAY, JUNE 1/COMMUNION
Stuck Together

1 Corinthians 6:1-20
Members of Christ Part 2: The body is meant for the Lord

SUNDAY, JUNE 8
Stuck Together

1 Corinthians 7:1-40
Devoted to Christ: Marriage when the time is short

Monday, May 26


